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In June we heard the creation story when God 
says, “Let us make humankind in our own image.” 
As God creates, so do human beings. During this 
pandemic, many of you have been nourishing your 
souls (and your sanity) by responding to God’s 
cal l to create. People have been painting, knitt ing, 
cooking, playing music, landscaping, gardening, 
and doing an array of other creative pursuits. 

We asked for photos and write-ups of your 
projects, and this portfol io is what you submitted.

Enjoy and be inspired! 
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c r e at i v e spi r i t s
Susan Cummings

Mary Fullerton

Anne Beaubien Berry Photography

Kris Determan

Painting

Puzzles

Watercolors

Ann Matthewson

Jean Savage

Tracy Gilmore Sewing / Quilt ing

Dan McGraw / Clarke Flewell ing

Sewing / Quilt ing

Gardening

Gardening / Whitework

Laurie Tikkanen 3D Mosaics / Baking

Marnie Wright Gardening

Andrea, Blaise & Augusta Martin Nature Table

Gail Graham Mandala

Jane & Larry Darl ing Cairns / Gardening

Teri Kollath

Molly Hilton Multidiscipl inarian

Mary Hogan Gardening

Mike Centl ivre Rebuilding Cars

John Hassett Signmaking

Multidiscipl inarian

Kelsey Keyes Canscaping



  

a n n e Be au Bi e n Be r ry 
pho t o gr a ph y

Anne

Photography is one of my interests and I make "coffee table" books 
of our trips. Our voyage last summer was "The route of the Vikings" 
and we traveled to England, Scotland, Iceland, and Greenland. I 
transform the notes I took into ful l sentences, research points I might 
have missed during the trip and put them together in a book with the 
photographs I have taken. It's fun for me to "play" with the photos 
and enjoy the trip again. During Covid, I was able to complete the 
book from last summer. It is 160 pages.



 

Top: Section of the book
Left: Book cover

Traveling in the footsteps of Vikings. 



 

M i k e ce n t l i v r e 
r e Bu i l di ng ca r s

Mike

I’ve been working on two car projects during the pandemic. The f irst  
is a 2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse that friends wanted brought back to l ife. 
It was parked 7 years ago with the intent to have it f ixed. Well, l ife 
happens and it became my mission to get it repaired! I started in late 
May and had it running by mid-June. My friends were quite excited 
(so was I)! Currently addressing mult iple issues to get it road ready.

The other car is a ‘29 Model A hot rod being built by the Custom Car 
class at Washtenaw Community College. The car has been a two-year 
project (remember, we’re students) but we’re now making pretty good 
progress. Since WCC has been closed, we’ve been working on the car 
at various garages/pole barns/professional shops in the area. Another 
student and I have been ‘elected’ to handle the electrical wiring. This 
car has been quite the learning experience.



 

Top: 
1929 Model A Hot Rod

Left:
Electr ical work to be 
completed by Mike and 
another student

Top and r ight: 
2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse 

being repaired by Mike

Putting folks back in the driver's seat.



  

sus a n cu M M i ng s 
pa i n t i ng

Susan

Painting rocks seems to be a very "in" thing to do now. I saw some 
painted rocks for marking and identifying garden plants. I had just 
dug up and rearranged my herb garden and thought it would be fun 
to have painted herb markers. I searched on Pinterest for ideas and 
f inal ly came up with what I wanted. I had everything except the 
rocks. We were up in Leland, Michigan on the lake for a week in 
mid-June and I found the perfect rocks. I'm not an art ist, but I was 
able to duplicate the elements on my rocks from real art ists. They are 
fun and look great in my herb garden. I see them every t ime I walk 
out my front door.



 

"Bee" happy in a garden. 



  

Ja n e & l a r ry 
da r l i ng 
ca i r n s/ga r de n i ng

Jane & Larry

Our l ives have been wonderful since moving to Tecumseh. 
During the Covid quarantine, we have been gardening, 
stacking rock cairns, and making new friends.



 

A new fr iend

Rock cairn Prolif ic flowers

Nature is the art of God. 



  

k r i s  de t e r M a n 
p u z z l e M a s t e r

Kris

This is the most diff icult jigsaw puzzle I have ever put together! I 
think we can al l admire the creativity of the person(s) who composed 
this picture of Michigan rocks.

Michigan rocks! 



  

M a ry Fu l l e rt on 
Wat e rcol or s 

Mary

This t ime at home has given me an opportunity to try many 
different styles of watercolor! From dancing, vibrating, l ight-f i l led 
passages to richly colored transparent darks, from cascading wet 
washes to staccato dry brushing, watercolors can produce effects 
which no other medium can match. Some of the paintings are more 
real ist ic, and I tried my hand at abstract painting as well. Several 
of the paintings were mixed media, completed with watercolor and 
a black ink pen. 



 

Colorful quarantine. 



  

tr ac y gi l Mor e 
se W i ng / Qu i lt i ng

Tracy

Sewing is something I l ike to do. When a newsletter came from 
Ann Arbor Sewing Center stat ing that the health care community 
needed face masks, I began making face masks to donate to the 
Ann Arbor Sewing Center. I have sent face masks to family in 
Ohio, Missouri, and Florida and to friends in Michigan - I stopped 
counting after one hundred.

Then a newsletter from Sal ine’s Quilt ing Season came talking 
about a quarantine quilt with fabric you already had. I decided to 
make a wall hanging for my daughter, Mackenzie (she l ives in Texas 
where she says f lags are a big deal ☺). The patriotic pattern helped 
me feel connected to America and what we are going through. 



 

Sew a piece of your heart. 



  

ga i l gr a h a M 
M a n da l a

Gail

During our Covid quarantine, I created a teaching mandala 
entit led, "The Way of Love." A mandala is a circular configuration 
of symbols, with either images and / or words, that can be used to 
describe a bel ief system  In various spiritual tradit ions, mandalas 
are used to focus attention of bel ievers and adepts, as a spiritual 
guidance tool, for establ ishing a sacred space, and as an aid in 
prayer and meditat ion.



 

The way of love. 



 

Joh n h a s se t t 
sign M a k i ng

John

My project was designing and creating a sign for my front porch 
to help encourage people to st ick with social distancing. Flatten-
ing the curve refers to using social distancing and other protective 
practices to reduce the rate of COVID-19. Every person can help 
stop the spread of the virus in our communities. By doing our part, 
we can make a big difference not only to our own health, but to 
others around us.



 

Let's protect one another. 



 
 

Mol ly h i lt on 
Mu lt i di s c i p l i n a r i a n

Molly

Since the beginning of the pandemic, I have started a quilt, 
f inished a prayer shawl, knit 20 baby bonnets for the NICU, 
worked in my garden, worked on a family genealogy book for my 
kids, learned to make crème brûlée (and spell it) and have kept 
plodding away at my never ending, cross-st itched i l luminated   
manuscript tapestry!



Diversity makes l ife interesting.

Began a quilt Finished prayer shawl

Knitted 20 bonnets Worked in garden

Worked on genealog y Made crème brûlée
Plodded away at her never ending , cross-stitched illuminated manuscr ipt tapestry



 
 

M a ry ho ga n 
ga r de n i ng

Mary

I have shared pictures of some of the wildf lowers in my poll inator 
garden. Poll inators are small creatures that spread pollen from one 
plant to another, l ike bees, hummingbirds, or butterf l ies. They l ive on 
nectar, which is what draws them to the f lowers. The west side of my 
yard is woods that have numerous wildf lowers, so I have been adding 
Michigan native plants ( Joe Pye Weed, various milkweed, conef lowers, 
phlox, etc.) to enhance the area. Just by luck there are f lowering plants 
from spring thruogh fal l. Gardening is very peaceful for me, a way to 
escape the current craziness and fully appreciate the beauty around us.



Wildf lowers are the bees knees!



 

k e l se y k e y e s 
ca n s c a p i ng

Kelsey

During my t ime at home, I have been working on creating my 
canscaping artwork. Canscaping is a mosaic made from clean, 
f lattened cans, cut into small shapes, then nailed to pieces of 
reclaimed wood. The new project I'm on now was inspired by the 
Eye of God nebula. I am also working on a small Om piece done in 
a swirl of colors..



Today's recyclables, tomorrow's heirloom.

Top and far left:
Eye of God canscape in process

Left:
Actual Eye of God Nebula the canscape is 
based on. 



  

Teri

I have been keeping busy by birdwatching, shooting photography, 
learning to garden in Michigan at home and while tending the 
Sal ine District Library with the Stone and Thistle Garden Club, 
writ ing, and preparing to teach memoir writ ing. 

te r i  kol l at h 
Mu lt i di s c i p l i n a r i a n



Curious about l ife and its stories.

Birdwatching Gardening at home Gardening at the library

Photography Writing Teaching memoir writing



  

a n dr e a M a rt i n Fa M i ly 
nat u r e ta Bl e

Andrea

Since schools were closed in March, our family has kept a nature 
table, collecting items we f ind outside. Our display changes day-
to-day as we add new discoveries, take away the old, or just move 
things around. The arrangement we submitted highlights hosta 
leaves and day l i l ies from our side gardens, a pine cone Augusta 
picked up, sand from our recent trip to Lake Huron, and shells we 
collected last summer from Wingaersheek Beach in Gloucester, 
Massachusetts. 



God's creations are everywhere you look (or make).

Nature table

Augusta creating bacon and eg gs out of Play-Doh



  

a n n M at t h e W s on 
se W i ng / Qu i lt i ng

Ann

Sewing and quilt ing is how I stayed sane and safe during the Covid 
quarantine at home. A large bed quilt was pieced by me; quilted 
by Bernie Olzewcheski, my person who has a long arm quilt ing 
machine; made from fabric I had; and was supplemented by one 
del icious jel ly rol l. I also made at least 50 face masks until I ran out 
of elast ic, made a string quilt for a grandson, and a baby quilt for 
another great grandson due in August. 



 

Quilts wrap you in love. 



 
 

da n Mcgr aW &
cl a r k e Fl e W e l l i ng 
ga r de n i ng

Dan & Clarke

Gardening is a way we keep ourselves in good mental health by being 
outdoors in the sunshine, and working with Mother Earth to produce 
beauty with God’s gift of f lowers. Last year at Christmas we couldn't f igure 
out what happened to our Amaryll is bulb and were pleasantly surprised this 
spring to f ind where we planted our winter bulbs that what we thought was 
an Elephant Ear turned out to be the most beautiful white Amaryll is.

Perennial roses, conef lowers, dahlias, and l i l ies adorn our gardens and bring 
a pleasing array of color. Annuals f i l l in perennial beds, del ivering more 
color. Using creative placement of yard art including bird baths, kissing 
frogs, and a wooden statue of a young boy reading the Bible, we created 
several fun vignettes among the f lowers to enjoy.



 

A garden is a work of heart.



  

Jean

Over the past three months, I have been busy working on projects 
related to our daughter, Katy. First, I was able to transplant and 
nurture Katy’s peonies from her house to my house. They are pretty 
this year, but next year they wil l be gorgeous. I also planted Forget-
Me-Nots around the peonies and I am so glad to have these f lowers 
as a fond memory of her.

Another project relates to Katy, too. She had asked me to complete 
a whitework sampler that she had started for a gift, but which she 
real ized she would not be able to f inish. It has been a challenge 
beyond bel ief ! I only hope my imperfections blend in with Katy's 
original work, because l ike most al l she did, that was perfection. I 
only enjoyed this project because I did it for my beloved daughter. 

Je a n savage 
ga r de n i ng/Wh i t e Wor k



 

Katy's peonies Forget-Me-Nots around Katy's peonies Whitework (Used ecru f ilter to view photo easier)

Creatively remembering our Katy.



 

l au r i e  ti k k a n e n 
3d Mo s a ic s/Ba k i ng

Laurie

Throughout the last three months, I worked on my holiday trees 
which I began making because of my love for vintage and antique 
jewelry and buttons. I wanted to f ind a way to display their 
intrinsic, and sometimes whimsical, beauty in a new way. Showcas-
ing the geometric form, color, and f inish of each piece, I mix the 
vintage (and some newer) jewelry and buttons to create a pleasing 
and tacti le 3-dimensional mosaic.

I was also asked to bake four cheesecakes: two for bridal showers, 
one for a baby shower, and one for a birthday party. 



 

Cheesecake, buttons, and jewelry, oh my!

Turtle cheesecake Raspberry-topped cheesecake

Blueberry cheesecake Butter f inger cheesecakeSnow and ice Spring flowers Art deco



 

M a r n i e Wr igh t 
ga r de n i ng

Marnie

I completed a fun and super easy-to-make project with this grape 
barrow. It was given to me by a couple who had put it by the curb 
for someone else to enjoy. The former owners told me they brought 
it from a California vineyard where these barrows are used to 
harvest grapes. All it needed was to be sanded and repainted, and 
viola, a new piece of garden art that added color, height, visual 
interest, and personal ity to my garden.

From trash to treasure.



 

W E A R E: 
A ESTHETIC ,  CLEV ER , 
DR EA M ER S,  IM AGINATI V E , 
SM A RT, A RTISTIC ,  INSPIR ED, 
EX PER IM ENTA L , TA LENTED, 
UNUSUA L , R ESOURCEFUL , 
FR ESH, CUR IOUS,  COLOR FUL , 
EX PR ESSI V E ,  A ND CR EATED 
IN GOD'S IM AGE.


